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Welcome/Willkommen/Bienvenue/Benvenuto to the latest edition of our survey of companies and 
the law firms that represent them. You’ll find our customary wealth of charts in these pages, but this 
year law firm mentions have expanded, thanks to a broader survey of court documents.

We like to do something different each year as we examine that close client–law firm relationship. 
last year we stayed home and talked to u.S.–based companies and firms. This year we decided to 
cross the pond to see if Europe’s continuing financial woes have sparked a reappraisal of how legal 
work is done. We wanted to know whether the crisis has left in-house lawyers—the clients—dictating 
the terms when it comes to fees and staffing and such. lawyers over there had much to say.  

who represents
AmericA’s Biggest compAnies

Fortune
500 rank

CoMPanY
2012 revenue  
(Millions) ContraCts litigation

iP
litigation labor litigation torts litigation Patent ProseCution

92 AllstAte
$33,315 

    akerman senterfitt
    akin gump
    baker & Hostetler
    ballard spahr
    bennett bricklin
    bowles rice
    brown & James

n/a     Drinker
    Holland & Hart
    Meckler bulger & tilson
    seyfarth shaw

    Cozen
    Huie Fernambucq & stewart
    littler Mendelson
    Meckler bulger & tilson
    thompson Coe
    turner Padget
    White & Williams

    Banner & Witcoff
    Dla Piper
    kirkland & ellis

126 Nike
$24,128

    gibson Dunn
    king & spalding

    Banner & Witcoff
    benesch Friedlander
    Dla Piper
    Haynsworth sinkler boyd
    lewis & roca

n/a n/a     Banner & Witcoff
    Dla Piper
    lewis & roca

136 kimberly-ClArk
$21,063 

    bryan Cave
    Foley & lardner
    godfrey & kahn

    Banner & Witcoff
    katten Muchin rosenman
    leClairryan

    Foley & lardner
    godfrey & kahn

segal McCambridge     Banner & Witcoff
    bryan Cave
    godfrey & kahn
    knobbe Martens
    Morris James
    Perkins Coie

292 mGm resorts  
iNterNAtioNAl
$9,160

n/a     lewis & roca     seyfarth shaw     Wilson elser     baker Donelson
    Banner & Witcoff
    Winston & strawn

300 CAesArs eNtertAiNmeNt
$8,798

n/a     lewis & roca     Fisher & Phillips
    Jackson lewis

n/a     akin gump
    baker Donelson
    Banner & Witcoff
    Fenwick & West
    Winston & strawn

363 WeyerhAeuser
$7,059

n/a     Banner & Witcoff
    lewis & roca

n/a     Forman Perry
    McguireWoods

n/a

439 live NAtioN  
eNtertAiNmeNt
$5,819 

    Duane Morris
    greenberg traurig

    Banner & Witcoff
    katten Muchin rosenman

n/a bradley arant Fulbright & Jaworski

450 CoN-WAy
$5,819 

    Banner & Witcoff n/a n/a     bradley arant n/a
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*Full chart can be viewed on http://www.law.com/corporatecounsel/PubarticleCC.jsp?id=1202618047395
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to determine which law firms represent america’s largest corporations, the editorial group 
searches lexis Counsellink and other public records to find outside counsel used for seven key 
litigation areas (with corresponding “nature of suit,” or nos, codes): 

  Contracts litigation (110-196)
  labor litigation (710-791)
  torts litigation (240, 245, 310-385)
  intellectual Property litigation (820, 840)

this year,  we added the following areas:
  Patent Prosecution (830)
  securities law (850)
  labor/employment law (442, 445)

We searched lexisnexis Counsellink, which provides access to cases by nos codes. For 
contracts litigation, we included categories such as insurance and contract product liability, while 
for torts litigation, we included personal injury and personal property. included in our labor litiga-
tion search categories were the Fair labor standards act and other labor-related suits; intellectual 
property litigation encompassed copyrights, patents, and trademarks.

research is conducted in July and august, and looks at a calendar year time period (January 
to December) for the previous calendar year. the main chart contains firms with one or more men-
tions in contracts, labor, torts and iP litigation, and labor and employment, securities and patent 
prosecution areas. although we generally focus on nlJ 350–size firms, we do include smaller 
firms that may have an unusual amount of activity in any one or multiple nos areas. 

 —JenniFer tonti

how we do it

The ForTune 500 Tends To rely on big 
law firms for intellectual property litigation. 
but when filing patent applications, these 
companies are hiring a wider range of 
outside counsel.

in our rankings of law firms used for iP 
litigation by the most powerful companies, 
all but two of the top 30 have more than 150 
lawyers. lewis and roca, a 180-lawyer West 
Coast firm, topped our rankings by handling 
seven iP litigation matters for the Fortune 
500 (on september 1, after we finalized our 
rankings, lewis and roca merged with 
rothgerber Johnson & lyons, a 75-lawyer 
firm, to form lewis roca rothgerber). 
rounding out the top three were 500-lawyer 
Davis Wright tremaine and 300-lawyer loeb 
& loeb. the only law firms on the list with 
less than 150 attorneys were buchalter 
nemer and Banner & Witcoff. buchalter 
was tied with several firms for third place. 
the iP–only firm Banner & Witcoff slotted 
into fourth, along with several other firms, 
with four cases.

When it comes to patent prosecution, 
midsize firms are giving big firms a run 
for their money. Morris nichols arsht 
& tunnell, an 80-lawyer firm based in 
Delaware, topped our rankings with 50 
patent filings. rounding out the top three 
were Fish & richardson, a large firm 
specializing in iP (with 36 cases), and 
the midsize Delaware-based firm Potter 
anderson & Corroon (with 27 filings).

only a few firms could claim spots near 
the top of both our iP litigation and patent 
prosecution rankings. one of them is Fish 
& richardson, which complemented its 
second place in the prosecution rankings 

with four iPlitigation matters for the 
Fortune 500. kirkland & ellis placed near 
the top of both rankings, with four iP 

litigations and 19 patent prosecutions. 
Dla Piper, one of the world’s largest firms, 
had 21 patent prosecutions.

Firm  mentions 

Morris nichols  50 

Fish & richardson  36 

Potter anderson & Corroon  27 

Potter Minton  26 

Dla Piper  21 

kirkland & ellis  19 

richards, layton & Finger  18 

Fulbright & Jaworski  17 

Winston & strawn  16 

alston & bird  16 

Morgan lewis  15 

vinson & elkins  15 

Wilmer  14 

kilpatrick townsend  13 

k&l gates  12 

Quinn emanuel  12 

greenberg traurig  11 

Weil  11 

Duane Morris  11 

McDermott Will & emery  11 

lewis and roca  10 

Wilson sonsini  10 

ropes & gray  9 

Jones Day  9 

gibson Dunn  9 

bracewell & giuliani  9 

Banner & Witcoff  5

pAtent prosecution
Firm  mentions 

lewis and roca  7 

Davis Wright  6 

loeb & loeb  6 

leClairryan  5 

kirkland & ellis  5 

kilpatrick townsend  5 

gibson Dunn  5 

greenberg traurig  5 

Fish & richardson  5 

buchalter nemer  5 

Mayer brown  5 

alston & bird  5 

arnold & Porter  4 

Banner & Witcoff  4 

Winston & strawn  4 

Quinn emanuel  4 

orrick  4 

robins kaplan  4 

Perkins Coie  4 

Dla Piper  3 

reed smith  3 

Finnegan Henderson  3 

Fenwick & West  3 

katten Muchin rosenman  3 

troutman sanders  3 

Weil  3 

edwards Wildman  3 

ip LitigAtion

the BrAin trust
WHo rePresents aMeriCa’s biggest CoMPanies


